
Checklist of Completed Courses 
Bachelor of Arts in Communication Studies – Critical Cultural Studies Track 

 
General Education: All GERs to be chosen 
from the listing of certified GER courses; 
courses in italics are suggested courses. 
 

 Essential Skills (required): 
Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

Writing I ENGL 1550 3  

Writing II ENGL 1551 3  

Comm. Found. COMST 1545 3  

Survey of Math MATH 2623 3  

 
 Natural Science: 7-12 Hrs.*   

Course Cat# Hrs Grd 

Expl. Science OR 

______________ 

A&S 2600 

 

4 

 

 

    

    

 
 Art & Literature Persp.: 6-9 Hrs.*       

Course Cat# Hrs Grd 

Hist. Mo. Pic. OR 

______________ 

THTR 1590 3  

    

    

 
 Societies & Institutions: 6-9 Hrs.*     

Course Cat# Hrs Grd 

Rich & Poor OR 

______________ 

ECON 1503 3  

    

    

 
  Personal & Social Respon.: 6 Hrs.   

Course Cat# Hrs Grd 

Prof. Ethics OR 

______________ 

PHIL 2625 3  

    

 
GER Selected Topic: 3 Hrs.  

Course Cat# Hrs Grd 

Intercultural OR 

____________ 

COMST 2610 3  

 

 Intensive Components (required) 
Comp Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

W     

W     

T     

T     

O     

W = writing intensive; T = critical thinking intensive; 
O = oral intensive 

 
COMST courses meeting intensive 
component requirements include: 
W: COMST 4855, 4859, 5852 
T: COMST 3754, 3799 
O: COMST 2645, 3756 
 

 Foreign Language (required)              
Dept Cat# Hrs Grd 

 1550 4  

 2600 4  

 
 Minor (required) 

 
Minor Name: _____________________ 

Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
Graduation Requirements 

� Foreign Language 
� 124 academic hours 
� GER complete 
� 48 hrs. 3700 & above 
� 38 hours in Major (C or better) 
� Minor 

 
* A total of eight courses must be taken in Natural 
Science, Artistic & Literary Perspectives and 
Societies & Institutions: Pattern may be 2-3-3, 3-2-
3, or 3-3-2. 

MAJOR in COMMUNICATION 
STUDIES 
 

 COMST Core Courses (required) 
Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

Theory 1530 3  

Group 2653 3  

Interpersonal 2656 3  

Organizational 2657 3  

Research 3799 3  

Senior Project 4899 2**  

** - May be repeated up to 4 s.h. 
 

 Critical Cultural Studies 
Must complete 5 of 6 in italics + 2 UDEs 

Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

Intercultural 2610 3  

Interviewing 3756 3  

Persuasion 3760 3  

CMC 4850 3  

Critical Methods 4898 3  

Seminar 5898 3  

 UDE 3  

 UDE 3  

UDE = upper-division elective 
 

 Electives (credit) 
Name Cat# Hrs Grd 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

     

Notes: 



Critical/Cultural Studies Track 
Department of Communication 
Communication Studies 
 
Description 

You have likely heard political analysts dissecting advertisements and speeches on CNN during election 
years or after the President’s State of the Union address. The analysts will deconstruct the political message, talking 
about the tactics employed and the social and political forces at work in the message. These analysts are critically 
evaluating those messages. This is what students of critical/cultural communication studies learn to do. 

The National Communication Association defines the study of rhetoric as “the study of principles that 
account for the impact of human communication between speaker and audience” and the study of public discourse 
as “the study of speakers and speeches, including the historical and social context of platforms, campaigns, and 
movements” (www.natcom.org). These two complimentary definitions encompass the critical/cultural studies track. 

Students may examine the source’s use of images, sounds, phrases or specific language to construct 
meaning. Students examine advertisements, speeches, websites, news stories, and even movies and television 
shows to consider how the structure of the visual or verbal message elicits a particular reaction. Communications 
are examined within their historical and cultural contexts to determine how social climates influence communication 
choices and to assess the long-term implications of particular message choices.  

By critically examining a variety of texts, students of critical/cultural studies are prepared to create effective 
public messages and evaluate the effectiveness of public messages. Students in this track, then, are well prepared 
for careers in all forms of public communication. Students may also benefit from pursuing graduate degrees in 
politics, law, or writing to focus their public communication skills within a particular field. 
 
Careers 

The following is a brief list of careers relating to this specific track which can be found in Pathways to 
Communication Careers in the 21st Century, provided by the National Communication Association: 
 
Speech Writer 
Political Consultant 
Political Debate Coach 
Political Analyst 
Editing 
Fact Checker 
Public Relations 
Advertising 
Columnist 
Lobbyist 

Commentator 
Focus Group Interviewer 
Consumer Advocate 
Press Secretary 
Book Publicist 
Media Analyst 
Campaign Manager 
Community Relations 
Ministry 
Legislator 

Motivational Speaker 
Account Manager 
Communication Consultant 
Forensics Coach 
Fundraiser 
Spokesperson 
Lawyer 
Information Manager 
Business to Business Sales 

 
Complimentary Minors 
In addition to your major, consider the following minors (or double majors!): 

• A minor in political science will prepare you for careers in political communication or the pursuit of a law 
degree. A background in the development and critique of arguments, as offered in this track, would help 
both politicians and lawyers be more effective persuaders. 

• A minor in journalism will prepare you for careers in public relations. In journalism students will extend their 
communication skills to include effective and appropriate PR writing. 

• A minor in business or marketing will prepare you for a career in sales or consulting. The major in critical / 
cultural studies will provide you with a background in developing an effective appeal, and the minor in 
business or marketing will assist you in developing the technical skills necessary in these fields. 

• A minor in history will prepare you for M.A. and Ph.D. programs in critical/cultural studies. A component of 
critical/cultural studies is the ability to examine the historical and cultural context of the messages, so a 
minor in history would be helpful in future research endeavors. 

• A minor in philosophy to prepare for M.A. and Ph.D. programs in critical/cultural studies would be useful if 
you are interested in the logic of the philosophy of rhetoric. Coursework in hermeneutics or Aristotelian 
philosophy will assist you in understanding the critical theories you would study in graduate programs.  

• To continue your education, consider: Law School, an M.A. and Ph.D. in Rhetoric, an M.F.A. in writing, or an 
M.A. in history. 


